ambition. c At that time my sole delight in that exhortation was that it spurred me on to love and seek and attain and embrace, not this or that sect, but wisdom itself, wherever it might lie ;' and he adds in the Soliloquies that it cured him of the thirst for wealth. The Hortensius was written by Cicero as an exhortation to the study of philosophy. It is a pity a work of such force has perished ; but it must be pointed out once more that the moral of the Hortensius could not have lit this flame in the mind of the youth if he had been as corrupt in those unregenerate days as he himself and most of his ecclesiastical biographers pretend. The humanism of the twentieth century will surely refuse to allow any longer this distortion of an orderly psychic growth in the interest of a dogma.
I have already pointed out that the study of philosophy was all but dead in the Western empire in the fourth century. The schools of Alexandria cultivated the study until much later (Mr. Kingsley's novel departing very widely from historical truth in this and other important